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EDITOR
Sorry about the gremlins that crept into the last issue.  With double printing, duplicate pages and a ride report left out all I can say is I hope I have expunged those nasty gremlins from this issue.
Riders are still reticent to write a report on rides they have attended.  Reading the thoughts, feelings and perceptions of the ride from differing viewpoints always makes them interesting to those who attended the ride and those who wished they had. If the same people keep writing the reports then their interest will eventually wane and so will their creative writing which keeps us all informed. At the beginning of each ride the Road Captain of the day will ask for a “volunteer” to write the report.  Please offer your services and submit a report which will be eagerly anticipated by the recipients of the next Newsletter. You don’t have to be a Rhodes Scholar or a Booker Prize winner to write and submit your report. As Editor I will take certain editorial liberties (with your permission) to present a finished article that will truly capture the attention of our avid readers. At present only a small handful of riders volunteer to write reports and their format would be enhanced by the colourful expositions of other writers.  This is your Newsletter so please help to keep it as diverse as possible with a consistent variety of new contributors.

Below I have listed the newsletters I receive from other chapters.  These do provide some interesting reading and if you wish to “borrow” any then please ask and I’ll get them to you.

As I surf the web these days I find many “interesting” web sites and each issue I will list a couple that may be of interest to those who have the spare time to surf the www.

Mick
New  Chapter  Newsletters  available  for  reading:
Mid North Coast – Issue 147/148/149 – Nov/Dec 2006, Jan/Feb, Mar/April, May/June 2007 
Perth – Issue 83/84 – Nov/Dec 2006, Jan/Feb 2007
Wide Bay – Edition 54/55/56 – Dec 2006, Feb, May 2007
West Coast South Oz – Edition 113/114 – Dec 2006, Mar 2007
New South Wales – Issue 164/165 – Dec 2006/Jan 2007, Feb/Mar 2007
Blacktown – Volume 13 Number 1/2/3/4/5 – Jan/Feb/Mar/Apr/May 2007
Interesting   websites  for  the  computer  literate:
http://www.orangecountychoppers.com/ : A self explanatory site.

https://secure.tradevent.com.au/hog2007/ : International (Australian) membership application and renewal.
http://www.ozhog.com.au/rally%20index.htm : 2007 Victorian State Rally – Phillip Island
http://www.liverpoolhog.com.au/FILES_MONTHLY_EVENTS/2007_AustHOGRally_Info%20sheet.pdf : PDF format outlining the 17th National Rally at Nuriootpa – South Australia.
http://www.dudeworld.com.au/ : An excellent site with some great reviews and information.
http://humour.bluehaze.com.au/index.php : This is an excellent fun site. Each weekly issue, updated every Friday since May 1997. It will provide hours of entertainment.
Do infants enjoy infancy as much as adults enjoy adultery? 


SPONSORING   DEALER 
Hello fellow HOG members. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our members who came to our Open Day and volunteered their time and effort in making the day such a success. The feedback I got as I was moving around and talking to people was very positive. Everybody there seemed to have a great time. Overall we did 146 test rides on the day and gave many people their first taste of a Harley. Hopefully some of these people will become Harley owners and join our Chapter. The Open Day is a great way to promote our Chapter as the general public and motorcycling community can meet and talk to you and see what a great time the club members have. Thanks once again. I hope you got the opportunity to ride a 2007 Harley and a special thank you to Frank Egan for his help all through the preceeding week.

I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome a new addition to our staff, Dan Kealey. Dan is a fully qualified Harley-Davidson technician and has a list of honours from the Harley-Davidson University. What Dan doesn’t know about Harleys, from the Knucklehead to the Twin Cam, is not worth knowing. Already we are using Dan’s expertise in engine building and we are putting together some high performance 110 cubic inch engines for some of our customers. 

In July Harley-Davidson will announce the new model line up for 2008. Once again we will have the new models in as soon as they arrive. We are not expecting too much in the way of changes to existing models but I know that there are a few changes to the model lineup itself.

I will give you a full report as soon as the bikes are released.

Until next time.

Ride Safe

Ken
How is it possible to have a civil war?

DIRECTOR
Welcome members to another newsletter.

The last couple of months have been very busy for me, not just at club level but also on a personal level. Dawn and I have sold our house at Caniaba and are now living at Ballina. Moving takes a lot of time and work and really is quite stressful, so I let Dawn look after most of it and as a result it all went fairly smoothly. Please note I have a new phone number, as listed on the inside front page.

The club has been having some very enjoyable rides and a good number of members have taken advantage of the hard work the rides committee put into the organizing of such rides. One of those rides was the overnighter to Emmaville, approximately 22 bikes rolled up, and everyone enjoyed both the ride and the entertainment the town had on the Saturday. The dog trials and sheep racing certainly was something different. Last weekend was the ride to Goondiwindi, the weather was perfect for riding, a touch cool and nothing but clear blue skies. I hadn’t been there before. It’s always interesting to go somewhere that is new.

I would like to thank all members who helped out at the Open Day. The day ran very smoothly and it all started with the girls who checked in the riders, the road captains who kept control on the rides, and the cooking of the BBQ which Howie single handed looked after all day, making sure everyone had plenty to eat. Thank you to everyone.

An update on our name tags. There are some being made at the moment. If your name isn’t in that lot don’t worry we will get them all done eventually. Anyone who has not informed us that they would like one it’s not too late.
Wayne
Secretary Nancy and Editor Mick are attempting to get all email addresses from members so that some information which becomes available between issues or a change in an advertised ride can be easily disseminated to everyone.  After the last ride change a small number of email address were found not to work and approximately 18 members have not supplied an address.

If you wish to be an active member of the email listing could you please supply your current address or inform us when you change it.

Any member who has THIS paragraph highlighted could you please send 

a current email address to me if you wish to be included on the list.   

Mick

If one synchronized swimmer drowns, do the rest drown, too? 
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SECRETARY
Hi to all members.  Another busy couple of months have passed with great rides and events that have been enjoyed by all.  That’s what HOG and being a chapter member is all about, riding our Harleys and enjoying the company of others that have the same passion.  

The Northern NSW Chapter now comprises of sixty seven members and you are a part of the HOG family that has currently over 1 million members worldwide – these members are a part of 1,400 plus chapters in more than 130 countries.

I would like to welcome those newest members who have recently joined our chapter and make up this number and hope to see you on some of the up and coming rides:

Rod Harper


Bettina Kahlert

Bill Larden


I did mention this topic in the last newsletter, but it is extremely important that when you receive your renewal for your international membership that you pay promptly.  When your international membership lapses, unfortunately your membership of the Northern NSW Chapter will also cease. To be a local Chapter member you must also be an international member.  Also, if for any reason that you change your postal address or email address – please notify me as soon as possible so that I can keep your personal information updated and this will allow for newsletters and updated information to reach you.  

So be safe and take care – till next time

LADIES   OF   HARLEY 

The year is flying by and it does not feel like two months has passed since I wrote my last report for the newsletter – time goes past so quickly when you are busy with life in general.  Mother’s Day has come and gone and I hope to all the mothers in the chapter that you had a memorable day – if not, I suppose there is always next year.

I would like to welcome to our chapter and the HOG family Bettina Kahlert after the purchase of her new Sportster.  Hope to see you on some of the rides coming up.

In the last newsletter I mentioned the possibility of purchasing chapter shirts designed for ladies.  At the last Executive Committee meeting it was agreed to purchase these shirts in both black and pink and in a variety of sizes.  So for those ladies that mentioned their interest to me in purchasing a shirt, I will keep you informed on when they will arrive and availability for purchase from Seaside Motorcycles.


The Executive Committee has also agreed upon the purchasing of long sleeve chapter shirts for members to purchase.  I will keep you updated on when the shirts will be available for purchase.

Till next time.
Nancyg
Does the Little Mermaid wear an algebra? 


TREASURER
Since our last newsletter went to print there has been some good rides. I have not been able to make all the rides but the ones I have been on have been pretty good. The overnight ride to the sheep races at Emmaville was well attended. It was something different to see, although when it was time to buy our sheep in the Calcutta our buys did not feature in the main race. I think they were picked by their looks and not their form. A good weekend was had by all, and the locals must have enjoyed our company as they invited us back next year.    

The day ride to Murwillumbah and surrounds was well attended. The club supplied a barbque lunch at the end of the ride at Meldrum Park in Ballina. Because the bank balance is so healthy we have decided to do a couple of these barbys on our day rides. The next being to Cram Farm. 
PLEASE   NOTIFY   THE   COMMITTEE   IF   YOU   ARE   ATTENDING

FOR   CATERING   PURPOSES.
Balance at 31st January 2007
  
$ 7095.83



   
Income – February


$   179.58
Expenditure – February


         N I L 
Balance at 28th February 2007
  
$ 7275.41
Income – March



$   148.48
Expenditure – March


     284.86
Balance at 31st March 2007
  
$ 7139.03
Income – April



$       2.89
Expenditure – April


         N I L
Balance at 30th  April 2007
  
$ 7141.92




Ron 
Club Merchandise now available at Seaside Motorcycles

Chapter Shirts

$ 25.00

HOG Patches

$ 20.00

Chapter Rockers

$ 21.00

Chapter Pins

$  6.00
To purchase a chapter shirt – please ask staff for assistance
Whose cruel idea was it for the word "Lisp" to have "S" in it? 
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ACTIVITIES   OFFICER 
Rides/Events can be cancelled/postponed subject to weather conditions.
For updates ring the HOG Hotline  8250 4455
Rides are generally scheduled for the first and third Sunday of each month.  
If a night ride is organised it is usually held on a Saturday night.

If possible the 3rd weekend of every second month will be an overnighter leaving on the Saturday.

NOTE: 
All proposed rides are subject to variation so please check the Hotline for uptodate details.

Our overnight rides usually are second monthly, but Frank heard of an event that would be worth attending, giving us 3 overnighters in a row. On the 16/17th June there is an aircraft show at Oakey, near Toowoomba. Goondiwindi ride was in May and our Christmas in July ride to Bellingen. The day ride to Tyalgum which was previously due to be held on the 17th June will now be on 5th August. I realise it is short notice for Oakey but it will be worth the ride.

A big thank you to Ron and Julie for organising the BBQ lunch at Ballina on the15th April. It made a nice change to the end of the ride.

JUNE 3
Day ride to Woolgoolga. Travelling via Lismore, Casino, Grafton and then onto Woolgoolga. Home via Pacific Highway.

LEAVING BALLINA 9.00 am.
JUNE 16-17

Overnighter to Oakey.

Warbirds “Fly-In” Static Display at the Oakey Civil Terminal commemorating the service history of A58-27 (spitfire) and all WW11 aircraft that were destroyed at Oakey at the end of the war. Food stalls and many other attractions. $5 per person entry fee.

Accommodation; We will be staying at Toowoomba at the Ruthven St. Motor Inn. Rooms are $80 double, $68 single. When you ring to book your room you need to mention Frank’s name and HOG. He has tentatively booked 8 rooms at this stage. Phone number 0746361366.

LEAVE BALLINA 7am – Travelling via Pacific Highway and Logan Motorway.PLEASE NOTE THE EARLY START.

JULY 1

Day ride to Crams Farm. Travelling via Burringbar  Range through Stokers Siding to Uki then onto Cram’s Farm picnic area.

BBQ lunch provided by club at no cost to members.

PLEASE  PHONE   ME  1  WEEK  BEFORE  THE  DATE  SO  I  CAN  ORGANISE CATERING.  6686 9903,  ONLY  AFTER  6PM.  
LEAVING  BALLINA  9.30am
JULY 14-15

Overnighter Christmas in July.  
FEDERAL HOTEL    Ph:  6655 1003
77  HYDE  STREET,  BELLINGEN   2454
Per person -- $22

Accommodation from $60--$80
There is limited accommodation ( 21 people ) so book your rooms early. 
There is another hotel and a motel in town if needed.

Meals will be served to the table at 7:30pm. 
LEAVING BALLINA 9.30am.

AUGUST 5

Day ride to Tyalgum. Travelling via Burringbar Range to Murwillumbah and then onto Tyalgum for lunch.

LEAVE BALLINA 9.30am
AUGUST 19

Day ride to Coutts Crossing. Travelling Lismore,Casino via Summerland Way to Grafton. Home via Pacific Highway.

LEAVE BALLINA 9.30am
SEPTEMBER 3-4
Overnighter to Bundaberg. Staying at the Bargara Beach Hotel/Motel. $65 single $69 double. Phone 0741592232 to book.

Travelling Pacific Highway and Bruce Highway.

LEAVE BALLINA 8.00am
SEPTEMBER  23

Rolling Dice Run. This takes the place of our annual Poker Run. All proceeds to Westpac Helicopter. More details next newsletter.
Also remember to check the Chapter website as well as the HOG hotline for updates and alterations.
Plenty to do – See ya

Wayne
If you try to fail, and succeed, which have you done?

DAY  RIDE  TO  MOUNT  TAMBORINE  -  4th February 2007
Apologies for this not being in the last Newsletter and to Glen for the inclusion failure.
I’m writing this ride report because Mick asked if we could put something together for the newsletter, as no-one was asked on the run.  Anyway, I’ll have a go at putting pen to paper because my typing skills are crap.

A good number turned up at Seaside for a day run to Mt Tamborine.  There was a lot of discussion on the direction we would take.  In the end it was decided to shoot up the concrete to Murwillumbah, where we would pick up a couple, Wendy and Doug, who wanted to experience a ride with the club.  After a chat, Rosie led us northwest along a narrow and twisty back road with pleasant scenery if you dare a quick glance sideways.  We also shared this road with quite a few other bike enthusiasts.  Anyone who thinks their Harley is quick are just kidding themselves (no insult intended) compared to some of the Jap stuff that is around, but we’re a different kind of rider “Life’s too Short” so why try and get to our final destination any quicker than necessary.

As we approached Nerang, there’s a sign pointing west to Mt Tamborine, but Rosie continues north to Nerang and the freeway.  Well it’s Sunday, let’s just enjoy a bit more of a ride before we get there. He actually didn’t see the sign.  Arriving at Mt Tamborine’s main street, well I think it is, we managed to find a parking space – a democratic vote was taken – shop or a well deserved drink at the local.  The latter was the majority.  Locating the pub was more of a challenge then expected, but was well worth it.
After a great meal and some refreshments, it was time to hit the road for home again.  There was a lot of discussion on the road we should take for our return journey.  It was decided to return via Canungra. Unfortunately we found this road closed so our usual U turn procedure was performed, but where’s Wayne? Instead taking a very steep down hill road, about half way down BJ starts fiddling with his bike and at the bottom he stops along with a few of us.  He informs us his back brake stopped working. We just take it for granted that everything works when we want it to.

The rest of the group were long gone by this time.  Arriving at a T-intersection – left Nerang, right Murwillumbah – the road we came on earlier, so left it was.  We didn’t know where the rest were so we made our way to Reedy Creek for fuel. To our surprise they pulled in behind us as they went right at the T-intersection, but later changed their minds and returned via Nerang.  The rest of the ride home was uneventful with riders exiting with a farewell wave along the way. 
In total 12 bikes and 15 individuals participated on another enjoyable day ride – hope to see you all on the next one.                            
Glenn Pitt 
Why are hemorrhoids called "hemorrhoids" instead of "assteroids"?
OVERNIGHTER   TO   EMMAVILLE   17th  MARCH  2007
Leaving Seaside Motos by 8.30 on a fine Saturday morning about 10 bikes headed off to Lismore to begin the collection of travellers on the way.  A leisurely ride up The Gap, through Alstonville and onto Lismore where a handful of riders awaited our arrival.  Quickly having this group tag onto us we headed for Casino.  A break at Casino saw a further group of “Southerners and Westerners” join the ride.

A “cruisey” trip up the range saw the group stop for refuelling at Tenterfield.  Mmmmmmmmmmm What’s all this backfiring about.  -  Just a bike in need of some electrical repairs.  … BUT the backfiring did have a few on edge for a little while.

Down the New England at quite a pace soon saw the group ready to turn off at Deepwater and head towards Emmaville.  Now on “scenic” “backroad” riding was a little more sedate but soon Emmaville was in sight.

Riding into Emmaville was a new experience for most as it was a little step back into “country time”.  Arriving at the “hotel” we discovered there were new owners who were a little perplexed regarding the bookings and accommodation and a few opted to change for different facilities at “the other pub”. 

Eventually everyone was booked in and arrangements made to gather at the main pub where all the “sheep” activities were happening.  Another handful of riders had either travelled up the previous day or separately and we all met as a group at the pub.

The “sheep activities” were a sight and smell to behold.  Rosey assured us he knew all about them and decided we all had to “purchase” a sheep for the run. Well we all know what was the eventual outcome of that. Wayne got into this “sheep thingy” and came down late in the afternoon completely shorn.  BJ thought that Narelle had done such a great job that he sat peacefully like a lamb and was shorn to the amusement and entertainment of the crowd.  WOW !!!! two chrome domes were a bit much to take in one sitting. The night was very interesting with great country meal of meat and three vegies and many many flies at the pub. During the night many a social drink was had at both establishments in the town.

Gai didn’t like the local dogs or was it they didn’t take a fancy to her on the day ... well one did try to take a bite which resulted in a swollen and sore hand the next day.

The next morning saw the group split into three.  Paul and Deb headed off to Sydney, half the group headed south to Glen Innes, then down to Grafton whilst the remainder headed north to Tenterfield and back to Lismore. The southern group stopped at Grafton for a lunch break then onto Ballina.

A very interesting ride and an “interesting” place to visit.  This is what these weekends are all about – having a great ride and enjoying a new place in the company of friends new and old.
Mick Kell
Why is it called tourist season if we can't shoot at them? 

DAY  RIDE  -  CAWONGLA / MURWILLUMBAH  -  15th   April  2007
The morning’s first sillhouette started to show, as dawn ushered in a new day. A light dusting of greyish cloud appeared on the eastern horizon and was rapidly being chased away by the morning sun’s advance. The fiery mass, giving the sky the appearance of the breast of a giant Australian pink galah. You beauty, going to be a fine day in "Manyanaland"(that’s my bastardisation of Spanish) meaning "Tomorrowland" which is this special place we all live in - a great place to play, especially if it involves motorbikes. Chores completed, shower and change, a quick dash down to Seaside, to see Frank on his Pat Malone. "Am I too late and they’ve already gone?" "No worries mate, just two differing times in the newsletter". (Oh well, it’ll be all right on the day). Over the next half an hour various HOGS began to arrive and when Captain Frank decided to mount up we headed south to the Western turn off to Alstonville and all stations beyond. I was woken out of my lethargy riding up the cutting, as quite a gap had opened between the leaders (Frank, Paul - Deb H and Paul on his fat bum softail), and then me. They’re obviously serious about this riding stuff and I’m struggling to keep up. No probs, it IS, a Harley after all, just feed it some go juice and let her run. "And stop riding like a granny too". That’s just my alter ego putting in his two bob’s worth. The boring part of the trip dispensed with, (re the ride through town), Frank led us on a merry chase, down some fast straights and wide sweeping bends. Through some tight corners and tighter corners, with some dips and crests thrown in for good measure, just to keep you paying attention, unless you really felt the need to mentally wander, I didn’t, or more accurately couldn’t. (Frank, that beast you ride is really quite nimble). I had to back off a bit after bottoming out a few times, BOOM WTF was that? But I guess your bike doesn’t have to carry a fat boy on a Fatboy? You see, dear reader, in another life, Frank was really a Harley sprint rider or else perhaps a Melbourne Cup jockey and my trying to keep up was fairly laughable. A great ride though through some scenic countryside from Rock Valley to Cawongla and first stage completed. 
A quick stop at the Cawongla general store, to get everyone a little break and what ever their taste desired (as well as get some blood back in my bum). JB and Gary got gypped on their ginger beer, served in a plastic bottle that changed the taste and somehow just didn’t cut it, but hey, WTF every thing else so far today is pretty damn good. As we were partaking of our smoko, we couldn’t help but notice the number of bikes cruising past. Obviously these other buggers had stolen Frank’s agenda (or this is really a popular and challenging ride, through some of the more scenic country that the local area has to offer). The second part of our trip confirmed my suspicions. I had decided to cruise up at the back of the mob, not wishing to hold anyone up. However JB and Virginia said that they were always on the lookout for old farm sheds and any goodies they may contain and that they were happy to just rumble along at the back and smell the flowers along the way. Nancy waved me up too, claiming tail end charlie status. So on we pressed. "Half a league, half a league, half a league onward….. Into the valley of death rode the six hundred… Yea, though I ride through the valley, in the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil, for I’m the baddest bastard in the valley." (Sorry folks, that’s just my alter ego getting carried away again.) The ride through this rugged piece of country kind of puts things in a different perspective to that of our everyday lives, Mother Nature is really quite the artist. Back to the ride though. A clapped out Kombi van had slowed the progress of the crew ahead, enabling me to catch up before Uki. From there we proceeded at a fairly sedate pace, enabling us to enjoy the views of Mt Warning for a while until we all managed to get past and head for Murwillumbah. Head east at Clothiers Creek Rd and play follow the leader through to Bogangar. Along the way we passed two smiley faces on Sporties and as Paul & Deb waved us goodbye, Rob & Mause (on a new beast) joined us for the ride south. A slow cruise along the coast road to Pottsville, then over the hill to Mooball (good bit of fun), south to the highway and blast for Ballina saw us making good time, I didn’t realise that Frank had a schedule to keep (must be the Navy influence). 
Upon arrival in Ballina, we met Wayne and Dawn, and Ron and Julie, preparing our lunch on the BBQ by the river. "WELL DONE" not the steaks I mean … thanks for the effort. Great ride, great company, with crew members not even on the ride doing it for us. I think that’s what makes this club. However, Frank does need to give Virginia a refund, because the trip route, said "Kingscliff and Wooyung", VB claims she was gipped out of two places of interest. I complained that because of the distance we’d already travelled, and that I had used a full tank of fuel, (because of the weight my bike carries), I wasn’t going anywhere before refuelling. Nancy chimed in "that it was OK because Glenn has a little hose". (I thought that a little unkind.) "Yes, he can unroll it, and get you going in no time". Whereupon, I know didn’t know, whether to feel scared, or just completely inadequate. Great trip, Frank, although quite challenging in some spots, a real blast to have been there. 
CYA ON THE ROAD 
Cheers  -  Steve Dengate
DAY  RIDE  TO  LAWRENCE  - 1ST  APRIL
No  report        [image: image5.wmf]
PREGNANCY Questions and Answers 


Q: Should I have a baby after 35? 

A: No, 35 children is enough.


Q: I'm two months pregnant now. When will my baby move? 
A: With any luck, right after he finishes university. 


Q: What is the most reliable method to determine a baby's sex? 
A: Childbirth. 


Q: My wife is five months pregnant and so moody that sometimes she's borderline irrational. 
A: So what's your question? 


Q: My childbirth instructor says it's not pain I'll feel during labour, but pressure. Is she right? 
A: Yes, in the same way that a tornado might be called an air current. 


Q: When is the best time to get an epidural? 
A: Right after you find out you're pregnant. 


Q: Is there any reason I have to be in the delivery room while my wife is in labour? 
A: Not unless the word "alimony" means anything to you. 
Q: Is there anything I should avoid while recovering from childbirth? 
A: Yes, pregnancy. 


Q: Do I have to have a baby shower? 
A: Not if you change the baby's nappy very quickly. 


Q: Our baby was born last week. When will my wife begin to feel and act normal again? 
A: When the kids are in university.
NSW    STATE    RALLY  -  ALBURY  -  27 ~ 29 April 2007
Unfortunately only two brave souls decided to venture south for our state rally.  Rosey and myself headed south early on Monday morning in the dark from Lismore.  Frank wanted to go to Bathurst so he decided to join us on the trip.
First stop was at Wayne’s to pick up the Chapter flag then off to along the backroads through Casino and onto Tenterfield.  A quick fuel stop, some more warm clothing and off down the New England.  At this stage Frank took over as Road Captain and couldn’t quite get that bee out of his backside. Refuelling on the way at Armidale and onto Gunnedah for a well deserved lunch break and minor rest.  Down the centre to Mudgee for a quick refuel then through the windy hills around Sofala and finally arriving in Bathurst just in time for afternoon drinks.

After a pleasant night, a good sleep and being well rugged up Rosey and I headed south to Cowra where we saw the WW2 Internment camp, travelled along the Lachlan Valley Way to my old working town of Gooloogong then south again to Grenfell and headed out to West Wyalong for a visit with old friends.  A night in the pub was excellent as the publican took us under his wing to ensure a good night.  Having water restrictions meant little to the publican who “made” us clean our bikes which were a little worse for wear as we hit some roadworks out of Grenfell and our bikes were covered in red/yellow dirt. At the bar Rosey looked across at the two bikers who just entered and we saw two fellow HOG members, one who looked uncanningly like one of our members.  Well blow me down if it wasn’t BJ’s brother!!!!

Rosey woke early and headed off to the Dawn Service whilst I caught up on some extra sleep and breakfast.  After a great chinwag with BJ’s brother and his wife it was time to head off for Albury. As usual we didn’t take the direct route because we had plenty of time so we headed slightly south-west to Narrandra then on to Lockhart and down to Albury.  That night we stayed with a friend of mine who gave us a “Cook’s Tour” of Albury/Wodonga before settling down to a few beers, footy and a BBQ – What else does a bloke need? DON’T TELL ME. (I was in the “deep end” anyway as Friday was Ruth’s birthday and I was away).
Thursday we woke bright and early as our host was off to work – OH sigh!!!!  WORK – poor bugger.  We headed out to Lake Hume which was the venue for the Rally.  It was rather quiet there as registrations were to commence the next day and only a few hardy folks like us arrived early.  Off we set in the afternoon for a pleasant ride around the “other” side of the lake which was an exhilarating ride through open and hilly country with winding roads and little traffic.

On Friday I did the right thing and rang Ruth wishing her a happy birthday then we set off for a morning ride into Albury / Wodonga.  After returning we walked the dam wall then registered just after lunch. ‘Twas a relatively quite day just looking around at the stalls, checking out a few other bikes and renewing a few acquaintances.  Now if anyone likes Karaoke you would have enjoyed the night, but a meal and a few beers was enough for us, besides Friday night footy was on the idiot box.
Saturday was the Thunder Run to the Three Monkeys Pub at Wodonga where the Show and Shine was held and lunch provided.  Later we returned to Lake Hume for a rest and getting prepared for the buses to take us to Kingross Hotel for the evening meal and presentations.  This was a very large establishment, but to serve some 700 hungry bikers it took some time and much lining up.  The night however was great and the buses returned us to the Lake campsite later in the night.
Sunday morning saw most of the bikes roll out on a very overcast and showering day.  I was glad we weren’t riding and hoping Monday would be better.  As it was too wet to be riding we took the opportunity to catch up on some rest in anticipation of an early start in the morning. The footy never eventuated on the local TV much to our distain.

Monday morning saw a drizzly overcast day but by the time we hit the road we only encountered scattered showers.  Through Holbrook and stopping for breakfast at Gundagai.  We had to depart company at Yass as I had family matters to attend in Woolongong whilst Rosey ventured on his own up through Boorowa, Cowra, Bathurst etc. I ventured down the Illawarra Highway through Moss Vale, down the Macquarie Pass and onto Woolongong.  We both made it home eventually travelling our separate ways.

This was a great Rally. The ride was great, the venue superb, the food excellent, the weather great and the company we circulated within friendly making a few new friends.
After attending the National Rally last year and this Rally I would highly recommend to everyone to avail yourself of the opportunity to attend any Rally as the only reason you will not have a great time is by not being there.

NIGHT  RIDE  -  CHINDERAH  PUB   5th  May 2007
Six riders turned up at Seaside Motos for a 4.30 departure to Kingscliff which was changed to Chinderah Pub. Rosey led the pack followed by Gai and Ronnie, myself, Steve D and Doug and Wendy. A quick ride up the freeway saw us on a beautiful ride across the Burringbar Range in fading light with almost no traffic. Up the old highway and back onto the Freeway turning off to head into Chinderah.  Now this is one country pub that rocks hickey style on a Saturday Night. 
After consuming an enormous meal we headed off south to call into the Brunswick Pub for a refresher and watch some footy on TV.  Now this pub rocks to a totally different tune.  Some fond farewells and off the group headed further south branching off along the way to various destinations.

Another great Saturday Night Ride.
Mick  Kell
The 21st Century Defined... 
Our communication - Wireless 
Our dress - Topless 
Our telephone - Cordless 
Our cooking - Fireless 
Our youth - Jobless 
Our religion - Creedless 
Our food - Fatless 
Our faith - Godless 
Our labour - Effortless 
Our conduct - Worthless 
Our relationships - Loveless 
Our attitude - Careless 
Our feelings - Heartless 
Our politics - Clueless 
Our education - Valueless 
Our follies - Countless 
Our arguments - Baseless 
Our boss - Brainless 
Our Job - Thankless 
Our Salary - Much less
Some   Recent   Ride   Pictures
EMMAVILLE
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  Chrome Dome Wayne watches 
Mick with new members 
   The bikes ready for departure 
    as future Chrome Domer BJ 
     Cathy and Bruce. 

         on Sunday morning.
          is shorn by Narelle.
     
CAWONGAL
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How many riders do you recognise here enjoying their BBQ lunch at Ballina after the morning ride?

LAWRENCE
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Once again “the mob” having a well earned graize and imbibing of some liquid refreshments
after the ride to Lawrence pub.

Ride  Rules
· Make sure your bike is fuelled up before departure time
· Do not pass the road captain 
· Do not overtake on the left hand side
· Ride to your own ability and not others
· Ride in staggered formation - not side by side
· Indicate and use “cross over manoeuvre” to fill gaps when they occur
· Ride in the same lane as the Road Captain in a multi-lane highway 

· Always maintain a safe distance from the rider in front of you

· A riders briefing will be held prior to departure

· On winding or narrow roads staggered formation is not advised – use correct 

riding style for cornering but leave plenty of room between bikes for braking
· All riders must have a current applicable licence

Ride   Safe
Have   Fun
Be   considerate   of   Others
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If you ate both pasta and antipasto, would you still be hungry?
BACK TO THE BASICS
The first thing you must master is head and eyes. What this means ex​actly, is wherever you look, that's were the bike will go. The reason the phrase head and eyes is that if you turn your head to the right, but you look straight ahead, the technique WILL NOT WORK. Both your head and eyes must turn in the direction you want the bike to go. Never look down unless you want to go down. “Head and eyes” does take practice to become second nature. The good news is that you can practise this technique every time you are on a motorcycle. Simply pulling out of your driveway, for instance, if you are turning to the right, turn your head and eyes to the right, look down the road where you want the motorcycle to go and you'll immediately notice you will be making a much tighter turn than normal. When you stop at a stop sign and are about to make a left hand turn, turn your head and eyes to the left, avoid looking at the curb or the centre line of the road. You can even practise this technique on a bicycle by making u-turns on the street in front of your own home.

The second technique you must learn is how to use the friction zone. The friction zone is the area on the clutch between fully open and fully closed. In other words, as you let the clutch out and the bike starts to move, you're entering the friction zone. An easy way to become accustomed to riding the bike in the friction zone is to practice the slow race. That is simply going as slow as you possibly can without releasing the clutch completely.

The third technique is the proper use of the rear of controlling brake. With the motorcycle in the friction zone, keep your foot on the rear brake and feather it as the bike starts to move. By doing this you are making the motorcycle think it's going faster than it is. When you apply power and keep your foot on the rear brake, it keeps the motorcycle from fal​ling over at low speeds which is where most people have a problem. I've never heard of anyone having problems balancing their motorcycle at 80 or 96kph. If you don't use these techniques at 8 or 16kph, the motorcycle feels clumsy and wants to fall over on its side. AVOID using the front brake at all costs when riding at parking lot speeds, as applying the front brake at 8 or 16kph with the handle bars turned even slightly, will pull to the ground like a magnet.

Of course, once above parking lot speeds, you must use the front brake as well as the rear brake, as 70% of your braking power comes from the front brake. Avoid dragging your feet along the ground as this tends to upset the balance of the motorcycle and of course, if your feet are dragging on the ground you cannot have your foot on the brake. As soon as you start to move your bike from a complete stop, both feet should automatically come up to the floor boards or pegs and your right foot should be feathering the rear brake. Once you master these three simple techniques, you will be amazed at the tight manoeuvres your bike can perform.

You'll know you've gotten it right when you can make full lock turns in both directions at 8kph with the pegs or boards scraping a per​fect circle in the pavement.

REMEMBER,    IT    TAKES    A    LITTLE    PRACTICE
GOOD LUCK!

Thanks to Bob Sonter – Safety Officer  -  Wide Bay Chapter for this article.
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Ride  calender  in  a nutshell
JUNE 3.

Day ride to Woolgoolga. 


Leaving  BALLINA  9.00 am.

JUNE 16-17 
Overnighter to
 Toowoomba


Leaving  BALLINA  7.00am.

JULY 1

Day ride to Crams Farm.  


Leaving  BALLINA  9.30am.
JULY 14-15

Overnighter Belligen Christmas in July.   
Leaving  BALLINA  9.30am.
AUGUST 5

Day ride to Tyalgum..  


Leaving  BALLINA  9.30am.
AUGUST 19
Day ride to Coutts Crossing.  


Leaving  BALLINA  9.30am.
SEPTEMBER 3-4
Overnighter to Bundaberg.  


Leaving  BALLINA  8.00am.
SEPTEMBER  23
 Rolling Dice Run.



Leaving  BALLINA  TBA am.


  12th – 14th October

GMC Australian Motorcycle Grand Prix 






 
–  Phillip Island
  26th – 28th October

17th Australian National HOG Rally 
–  Nuriootpa - South Australia

   2nd – 4th November

Victoria State Rally 
– Phillip Island





( For brochures see Mick OR Nancy )

****************************************************
Sponsoring     DEALER
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Location & Contact Details
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	Kerr Street
Ballina NSW 2478
Australia

	
	Telephone:     02 6686 3022
	
	
	
	

	
	Fax:                02 6686 7322
	

	
	email:        mgr@seaside.com.au
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