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EDITOR 
Thank you to Narelle for the ride reports in this issue also the last – we know it’s not easy to write these – but the reports are appreciated and make good reading.

Thanks also to Frank for the photos in this newsletter.
These bloody newsletters come around that quick I’m sitting here with a mental block can’t think of anything to write about which might be a good thing.

Have a go at solving this coded message 370HSSV-0773H – may have to be viewed from a different angle.

Glenn & Nancy
Open Day – April 2006
[image: image11.png]Tarzan in loin
cloth.



[image: image12.jpg]


[image: image13.jpg]



[image: image14.jpg]7 4

‘e

= e A1




[image: image15.jpg]



[image: image16.wmf]
[image: image17.jpg]



[image: image18.jpg]



SPONSORING DEALER 
Hello fellow HOG members.  The big event since the last newsletter at Seaside Motor Cycles has been the Harley-Davidson Open Day.  The day was a great success with Sportsters, Softails, Dynas, Tourers and V-Rods available for test rides.  There was a good turn out of people lured by the Harley brand plus the already faithful Harley Owners. 

There were test rides outside, a barbeque, non-stop videos being played on the big screen inside the shop, some very good bargains to be had by the discerning shopper plus the chance to meet new people who share the same passion for Harley’s and the Harley lifestyle.  The star of the show was of course our HOG people who volunteered to help out on the day.  It is no understatement to say that we couldn’t have done it without them.  I am reluctant to name individuals in case I miss someone but all day long I saw people marshalling the riders, briefing them before the ride, taking registrations, escorting the test riders, working the barbeque, helping with security, talking to customers and promoting the brand.  You will be able to recognise these people whenever you see them wearing the Seaside Motor Cycles orange Harley-Davidson T-shirts.

Thank you to all of you who helped out both on the day and in preparation for it.  Our club may be small but I am constantly impressed by the quality of our members.

The good news is we can do it all again in October.  As you know Harley-Davidson are taking over distribution in July and they have decided to have the new 2007 model launch celebrated by touring a selection of bikes around the country.  Seaside Motor Cycles will be one of the first Dealerships they come to so you will get the chance to see and ride the 2007 models before anyone else.  I will provide details as they become available but the date is the 14th of October.  Mark it in your diaries now as it will be a date not to be missed. 

See you all soon – Remember, ride and have fun  
                                                    Ken
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DIRECTOR
Hello everyone welcome to another newsletter.  As I sit and write this report I am recovering from a hernia operation so the thought of sitting on a harley being jolted about doesn’t seem that appealing.  Luckily it will be pass within a month or so and I will be back out on the black strip before your know it.  
A quick recap on some of our rides.

Pottsville Market was a leisurely Sunday morning ride and some picked up a bargain or two.  

Open Day at Seaside went very well.  The weather was kind to us for a change.  I don’t know if Ken and Debera made any sales on the day, but I’m sure many seeds were planted for the future.  I would like to thank everyone for their help on the day as it all ran along real smooth.

The charity day for Lismore Showground Trust was cancelled due to lack of numbers.  The Drake Hotel day ride was attended by a small group of riders and everyone enjoyed themselves.  Due to work commitments I could not attend the New Members Ride, but I believe it went very well.  I would like to welcome those new members and look forward to seeing them on rides.  

I was very surprised with the number of members that turned up for the night ride to Casino.  Approximately twenty people braved the cool night on some fairly unfamiliar roads.  Valinteno Rosey did a great job of guiding us there while Dawn had some great coffee and cake to end the night.  

The overnighter to Canungra was fantastic.  Heading up to Tenterfield and along the New England Highway to Stanthorpe, Warwick and Beaudesert, it doesn’t get any better than that.  Great roads, great company.

HOG is a million plus strong.  WOW!!!  We are a part of this huge number, even though we are a small club of 63 members, we are all in this one family that share the same passion.

Ride and Have Fund

Wayne
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SECRETARY
Well it’s that time again to sit down and put something together for the newsletter.
HOG grows larger and more diverse every year and with each passing year there seems to be another memorable moment, which makes it an exciting time to be a member and also to look back is a whole lot of fun.    It doesn’t matter what country you call home, what language you speak or what type of Harley you ride – the history of HOG is a celebration of individual members who make up our worldwide HOG family.  Our chapter now comprises of sixty three members and each one of these members make up the HOG family and in 2006 HOG officially now comprises of over one million members worldwide, these members live in more than 130 countries and there are 1,400 plus chapters in more than sixty countries.

The road to one million members

	1983
	  33,000
	2001
	   600,000

	1989
	100,000
	2002
	   700,000

	1993
	200,000
	2003
	   800,000

	1996
	300,000
	2004
	   900,000

	1998
	400,000
	2006
	1,000,000

	1999
	500,000
	
	


So with this in mind I would like to welcome the following new members to our chapter and the HOG family:

· Ron Field

· Ron Pinxteren

· James Appleby

Also, a couple of the committee members have had recent visits to the hospital for little operations and here’s hoping that they are both on the road to recovery and sorry that they are unable to make the next couple of runs – so get those wounds healed soon and be able to get back on the bikes for the overnighter to Crows Nest.

Nancy
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TREASURER
Balance @ 28th February

$6 309.28
Income – March


       58.15
Expenditure – March


     157.02
Balance @ 30th March

$6 210.41
Income – April



$   857.86
Expenditure – April


  1 705.75
Balance @ 30th April


$5 362.52
Ron 
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LADIES OF HARLEY 

Hi al!!  Another busy couple of months have past with great rides and events to be enjoyed by all.  That’s what HOG and being a chapter member is all about, riding our Harleys and enjoying the company of members.
The Open Day was well supported by the lady members of our chapter with everyone greeted with a .  The night ride was a huge success with new and some old faces turning up which was great to see a big thank you to Dawn for the apple cake and coffee, shame about the wrong apples though.

Canungra was another great overnighter, I must apologise to Frank for Glenn’s actions “intentions”, he say’s he was only trying to help out a mate.  Hope you enjoyed the week end anyway Frank.
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Catch up with ya all on the next ride.
Nancy
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ACTIVITIES OFFICER 
The Activities Rides Committee has put together a selection of rides.  I’m sure you will enjoy.  The two rides in June were originally cancelled due to wet weather.  Fingers crossed for a dry ride.

June 4th - Day Ride to Dog and Bull Hotel Bonaldo.  Leave Ballina 9:30am, traveling Lismore, Casino, Mallanganee through Sandilands to Bonalbo.  Return home through Urbenville, Woodenbong and Kyogle.

June 25th - Day Ride to Ulong.  Leave Ballina 9:30am traveling Pacific Highway to Grafton and then through Glenreagh to Ulong.  Return home via Coffs Harbour Pacific Highway to Ballina.
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July 8th & 9th – Christmas in July at Crows Nest Caravan Park.  
I hope everyone has booked on time as per last newsletter.  I believe there is a motel nearby if all the cabins are booked out.  A three course meal will cost $20.00 per head.  If you aren’t staying at the caravan park, please still ring them and tell them you are with Northern NSW HOG Group, so they can get their catering organized.  Phone (07) 4698 1269.  Leave Ballina 9:30am, traveling Pacific Highway to Logan Motorway.

July 22nd – New Members Ride.  Come along and meet new members and ride as a group.  Meet at Seaside 9:30am.  Leave 10:00am for a short ride and return to Seaside.

July 23rd – Day Ride to Corindi Beach Tavern.  A scenic place south of Grafton.  Leaving Ballina 9:30am, traveling Lismore, Casino, Summerland Way to Grafton, Pacific Highway to Corindi.  Return home Pacific Highway.

August 6th – Day Ride to Ettamogah Pub, Queensland.  Leave Ballina 9:00am, traveling Pacific Highway.
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August 27th – Poker Run - cost $10.00 per hand.  This is our annual fundraiser to help the kids of the North Coast.  Please let me know if you have someone who wants to sponsor a prize.  Road Marshalls, Ticket Sellers etc will be needed on the day, so come along and help out.  Sign on at Seaside Motorcycles 9:00am – 10:00am.  Leave 10:00am for a tour of the local area.  Please pass the enclosed flyer onto anyone that might be interested or in a business window.
September 9th & 10th – Overnighter to Moree.  It’s time to head west.  This is a ride of about1,000klms round trip from Ballina, but when you arrive you can relax in the Artesian Thermal Pools and soothe those aches and pains.  I have booked a number of cabins at the caravan park, so ring me after 6:00pm on 6622 1124 by early August to secure one.  We are getting a discount by group booking.  Ensuite cabin and television will cost $47.00 approximately.  All units are self contained, however linen is not provided in the units.  Linen hire is $7.00 per set or take your own.  Leave Ballina 8:30am traveling Pacific Highway to Grafton Gwydir Highway to Glen Innes, Inverell, Moree.  Return same way.

September 24th – Day Ride to Nymboida.  Leave Ballina 9:30am, traveling Pacific Highway to Grafton and then onto Nymboida Coaching Station for lunch.

October 14th – Open Day at Seaside Motorcycles.  The release of the 2007 models.  Will be a great day.  More details to come later.

October 29th – Day Ride to Redland Bay Brisbane.  Leave Ballina 9:00am, traveling Pacific Highway to Brisbane.

Wayne
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OVERNIGHTER TO CANUNGRA
 20TH February 2006 
by

Narelle Lenton
On arriving at Seaside Adrian and I were greeted  by Mick with Ed turning up not long after us.  Fortunately for Craig (he left his mobile at home and went back for it), we were a few minutes late leaving, so he and Jane were with us as we travelled through to Lismore where Glenn, Nancy, Wayne, Dawn, Paul, Frank and Dave (Tackles) were waiting.  The greeting over and done with, we set sail for our first stop at Drake.  Mick was appointed Road Captain and set a good pace.  The air was brisk but at least there was no rain.

Next stop Tenterfield for fuel.  At the BP servo Glenn moved Nancy’s bike as it was in the way of a parked car, Glenn was soon to find out this wasn’t a good move as he “lost” Nancy’s sunglasses – which Nancy only realised as the Road Captain was moving out.  On arriving at Wallangara Nancy informed Glenn of the “lost” glasses, only to have Frank point out they were hooked into her jacket pocket.

By the time lunch was consumed the question was “how long to Canungra”.  Adrian thought about two and half hours making for a just before 5pm arrival.  We better get a move on as we would like to be settled with a coldie before dark.  Onto Stanthorpe, Warrick, over Cunninghams Gap (rather cold) and back on down to Boonah.  From Boonah it was onto Beaudesert, then the final half hour to Canungra.  It was all good riding and thankfully no little incidents.  

We were met by Ron and Julie in the hotel carpark.  They had driven up for the night as Ron has had an operation on his hand and couldn’t ride his bike.

Into the pub, we settled with luggage stowed in our rooms, bikes in the secure area and into the bar for a few drinks.  The food was excellent and it was nice with the gas heaters going in the dining area.  Back to the bar for a few more drinks, pool, music and chat with some of the rather colourful locals.  Off to bed and a good nights sleep which apparently a few didn’t have.  The cleaner downstairs likes the music rather loud at 4am in the morning.  Breakfast in a quiet town we thought.  No way, we headed off to “The Outpost Café” only to find a million other bikers there for brekkie as well.  The food was good and the staff worked well under pressure.

Time to go, we headed from Canungra down to Nerang and a quick fuel stop at Reedy Creek.  All our goodbyes were said here and as we headed south each bike peeled off to their relevant destinations.  
All in all, a top weekend.
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Frank Egan

· Been riding since?      I first started riding in 1961 at Bathurst until 1964 and then had a break from the bikes until 1970 to 1974 and then another break from riding and recommenced in 2003. 
· First bike owned?     MY first bike was a 5th hand triumph tiger.  
· Bikes that I have owned?     Triumph , 1971 Honda 350, 1972 BSA 500 goldstar, Suzuki 250, Suzuki 250 Intruder, Honda 750 Shadow, Triumph America, HD 1200 Sportster, Suzuki GN 250 , Honda VTX 1800, HD Dyna, HD FLHX Street Glide. 
· Current bike that I own?     HD Street Glide.  
· Joined HOG?     I joined HOG 2005.  
· Why did you join HOG?     When I bought the Dyna I was signed up to twelve months free international membership and was informed about the local chapter and thought that was a good idea.  
· Best thing about being a HOG member?     The best thing would have to be the members of the Northern NSW Chapter and the friendship they have extended to me and it has been one of the best things that I have done.  
· Most memorable ride?     As I have only been a member for less than 12 months it is a little hard to decide, but I think it would have to be the two overnight trips. 
My First Bike
by

Virginia Boyle
The first time I rode a motorcycle was in 1974 soon after I met my husband John.  I had been a pillion several times on the Suzuki 250 he owned for short journeys to visit friends about 30 mins away.  We travelled with some friends to a property west of Casino and there I had my first lesson on how to ride a motorcycle and loved it.

Now I have my very own brand new bike, another big red bike (because red goes faster) and this new model Harley-Davidson has much more comfort built in for the rider and the pillion.  I will learn to ride this bike one day when we get some training wheels to help me hold it up, but in the meantime, I’ll just have to get the man to chauffeur me around on this limousine with two wheels, lots of luggage space and fantastic sound system – (just like Driving Miss Daisy ).

Mz Dayze 

There are many misconceptions surrounding Harleys these days such as Sportsters are for women, Softails don’t handle, bikes are much cheaper overseas etc etc.  Here is one below.

This myth comes from an overhead comment.  It was something like, "My mate visited the States and you can't believe how much cheaper Harley's are over there.  Why do they cost so much here?"

Sportster Math: If you were to look at Dealer RRP in the US the XL 883 retails for $6,595.  In Australia retail price on the same motorcycle is $11,250.  Seems like a big difference doesn't it?  On the surface it appears that Aussies are getting $4,655 bump in price.  But let's really look at this.  The US retail is in US dollars and the Australian cost is in Australian dollars.  The current rate of exchange is $0.73 AU to $1 US.  So if you convert the American retail to Australian dollars it is actually $8,982.

The Tax factor: Something that many Australian's don't know about American retail (and are quite shocked when they visit) is that they don't include tax on the sticker price of an item, it is added on at the time of purchase.  So here's how that works.  You go into a shop and pick out an item, let’s say it's a shirt.  The tag on the shirt says $25.00.  When you take that shirt to the cashier they then add on the sales tax.  That tax rate varies, by state, county, even town.  So your $25.00 shirt may have a 7% sales tax and you actually pay $26.75.

In Australia the GST or tax is already figured into the price and the sticker price is all inclusive.  The point I am trying to make is that when you look at that $11,250 price of the XL 883 GST is $1,022.00 of the total.  If you subtract that, the price is now $10,227.27.  The American who buys the XL 883 at $6,595 will have to pay the local tax rate on top of that prices. OK, are you confused enough yet?

So, without taxes, the US retail converted to Australian dollars is $8982.08 and the Australian retail without GST is $10,227.27.  The difference in these prices is $1245.19.  Well, you say, that proves it, Australians are paying more!  Here is the catch. In the US the motorcycles don't come with security systems.  You have to pay extra to have one on your bike.  Here in Australia that security system with siren retails for $902.45 ($820.40 without GST).  So we take our $1245.19 difference and subtract the cost of that security system (without GST).  $1245.19 minus $820.40 equals to $424.79.

The Voyage: The Sportster family is manufactured in Kansas City Missouri.  It is more than 14,000 klm between Kansas City and Sydney.  To transport the motorcycle that far and go through the process of compliance for the Australian government you are only paying an additional $424.79.

Australians are paying approximately 4.7% more on their XL 883 than 
Americans.  That's all!
Rides/Events can be cancelled/postponed subject to weather conditions

For updates ring the HOG Hotline 
8250 4455
4 Jun (Sun)


Day Ride to Dog and Bull Hotel Bonalbo




9:30am departure from Seaside Motorcycles

25 Jun (Sun)

Day Ride to Ulong





9:30am departure from Seaside Motorcycles

8 – 9 July (w/end)

Christmas in July – Crows Nest  Queensland





9;30am departure from Seaside Motorcycles

22 July (Sat)

New Members Ride





Meet at Seaside Motorcycles at 9:30am for a




departure at 10:00am 

23 July (Sun)

Day Ride to Corindi Beach Tavern





9:30am departure from Seaside Motorcycles

6 Aug (Sun)

Day Ride to Ettamogah Pub Queensland





9:00am departure from Seaside Motorcycles

27 Aug (Sun)

Poker Run





Sign on from 9:00am – 10:00am departure

9 – 10 Sept (w/end)
Overnighter to Moree





8:30am departure from Seaside Motorcycles





Accommodation bookings – please ring Wayne 




on 6622 1124 after 6:00pm

24 Sept (Sun)

Day Ride to Nymboida





9:30am departure from Seaside Motorcycles

14 Oct (Sat)

Open Day at Seaside Motorcycles





Test ride the 2007 models

29 Oct (Sun)

Day Ride to Redland Bay Brisbane





9:00am departure from Seaside Motorcycles
make sure you read the

Activities Officer Report

for full details of each ride


29th Sept – 1st Oct 06

Western Australia State Rally – Pemberton 

29th Sept – 2nd Oct o6
South Australia State Rally - rolling rally
29th Sept – 2nd Oct 06
2006 National HOG Rally - Airlie Beach Queensland
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Ride Rules


Make sure your bike is fuelled up before departure time





Do not pass the road captain 





Do not overtake on the left hand side





Ride to your own ability and not others





Ride in staggered formation - not side by side





Ride in the same lane as the Road Captain in a multi-lane highway 





On winding or narrow roads staggered formation is not advised – use correct 


	riding style for cornering but leave plenty of room between bikes for braking








Ride Safe


Have Fun


Be considerate of Others
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Glenn enjoying a coldie!
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Looks like a lot of energy at this table!!  Country Energy boys!!
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